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Abstract
A workshop focused on the ServDes. 2020 theme of ‘Plurality’ with the
intention to provide innovative tools that generate experiences validating
participants from diverse backgrounds through the lens of Intersectionality
and the Samoan concept of space; called ‘Va’ or the space in-between.
Pacific author and academic Albert Wendt states that:
Va is the space between the between-ness, not empty space, not
space that separates, but space that relates, that holds separate
entities and things together in the Unity-that-is-All, the space that is
context, giving meaning to things (Wendt,1996).

Teu le Va is a call to nurture the space in-between, premised on
forgiveness and reconciliation (Muliaumaseali’i, 2017). Here we use its
literal translation to tidy, beautify the space in-between (Muliaumaseali’i,
2017).
For the purposes of this workshop, Intersectionality is defined as a
concept seeking to dismantle the power dynamics and cultural structures
that discriminate against race, class and gender to create advocacy and
remedial practices towards an egalitarian society (Crenshaw, 1989).

We explore Crenshaw’s (1989) notions by identifying where individual
identities intersect (Coatson,2019) and how Va might bridge these
intersections towards an even playing field. These themes influence a
tactile, audio and visual experience aimed to present interventions that
might Teu le Va (nurture the space) in-between Intersectionality.

Acknowledgement
The workshop is designed around Indigenous knowledges of Fa’asamoa
(Samoan way of life) and principles of Fa’amatai or chiefly rule (StewartWithers, 2011). These methods are used in the successful running of a
Samoan village. We will build on this knowledge to co- create safe spaces
to understand social capital and elements of team cohesion. We pay
respect to the past, present and future of Australia through
acknowledgement and engagement with Australian Indigenous culture.

References
Coaston, J. 2019. The Intersectionality Wars. Viewed April 2020
https://www.vox.com/thehighlight/2019/5/20/18542843/intersectionality-conservatism- lawrace-gender-discrimination
Crenshaw, K. 1989 "Demarginalizing the Intersection of Race and Sex: A
Black Feminist Critique of Antidiscrimination Doctrine, Feminist
Theory and Antiracist Politics," University of Chicago Legal Forum:
Vol. 1989 , Article 8. Available at:
https://chicagounbound.uchicago.edu/uclf/vol1989/iss1/8
Kaili, T. O. 2005. Tauhi Va. Nurturing Tongan Sociospatial Ties in Maui
and Beyond.pdf. The Contemporary Pacific, 17, 83-114.
Lilomaiava-Doktor, S. I. 2008. Beyond "Migration": Samoan Population
Movement (Malaga) and the Geography of Social Space (V?). The
Contemporary Pacific, 21, 1-32.
Mahina.O 2010. Ta, va, and moana: temporality, spatiality, and
indigeneity. Pacific Studies, 33.2/3 pp 168-202

2
Dr Marion Muliaumaseali’i
Teu le Va (nurture the space) in-between intersectionality
Linköping University Electronic Press

Muliaumaseali’i M.V (2017) The Space in-between: An Ethnographic
Study of Mobile Technology and Social Change in Rural Samoa
(unpublished doctoral dissertation). Royal Melbourne Institute of
Technology, Australia
Stewart-withers, R. (2011). Contesting a Third World development
category: Female-headed households in Samoa. Women's Studies
International Forum, 34(3), 171-184.
Wendt, A.1996, Tatauing the Post-Colonial Body. Viewed on 10 January
2015. http://www.nzepc.auckland.ac.nz/authors/wendt/tatauing.asp

3
Dr Marion Muliaumaseali’i
Teu le Va (nurture the space) in-between intersectionality
Linköping University Electronic Press

